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Today, we are celebrating the beginning of Holy Week, Palm Sunday. This is the
day on which Jesus entered triumphantly into Jerusalem, in order to accomplish His
mission as the Redeemer of man. The Church wants priests, on this great day, to offer a
very brief homily. The point is to give preeminence to God’s Word. For this reason, today
we read the whole Passion Narrative. In my homily today, I would like to concentrate on
the Centurion’s confession of faith: “Truly, this was the Son of God.” Like the Centurion,
we are invited to appreciate the true meaning of these words, for Christ, and also for our
own lives.

Indeed, the title “Son of God” is most appropriate to describe Jesus’ identity. Thus,
we profess it in the Creed. He alone is God’s only begotten Son. Yet, during Christ’s
earthly life, we can detect a certain reticence to use this title in public. He more often
used the ambiguous expression, “the son of man.” There is a profound reason for this
choice. In the Gospels, we find different interpretations concerning these words, “son of
God.” And not all of them are authentic, or in conformity with God’s mind.

Many Jews thought of this title in political terms. In this way, they imagined that
the son of God would be a descendant of King David. He would be a political liberator
who would bring peace to Israel by expelling the Romans, thanks to a military revolution.
Even the devil offers his own interpretation concerning the meaning of the title “son of
God.” We just need to remember the episode of Christ’s temptations. The enemy began
the temptations offering his own interpretation of this title: “if you are the son of God,
then, do this or do that...”

In summary, these erroneous interpretations shared two foundational errors
concerning Jesus’ human nature. First, they missed the point that Jesus’ human will has
as its final goal the Father’s glory. Second, they missed the importance of obedience, in
order to achieve our redemption in view of that same glory. We see in the readings today
how Christ, during His Passion, emphasizes these two key distinctive and essential
points. His obedience unto death is geared toward our salvation and, above all, to glorify
the Father. This is what the Centurion saw and what we are invited to contemplate today
as well.

In our own confession of faith today, we are invited to adopt these same points.
We are God’s children through adoption. We are to partake of Christ’s redemptive
mission for the salvation of others. But we are to do so for the Father’s glory. This is why
we exist as a Church and as a parish: so that in Jesus Christ, all might be rescued and
have abundant life, for the Father’s glory. Let us ask the Lord to grant us this grace.






