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 The 3rd Sunday of Lent 2024 

 Today,  the  Lord  says  to  us:  “Take  these  out  of  here  and  stop  making  my  Father’s 
 house  a  marketplace.”  The  second  reading  tells  us  that  Jesus  is  the  power  of  God  and  the 
 wisdom  of  God.  Well  then,  with  both  His  wisdom  and  His  power,  He  desires  to  purify 
 His Father’s house. 

 Probably,  we  are  surprised  by  Jesus’  attitude  in  this  Gospel.  We  usually  think  that 
 to  love  implies  always  being  nice  with  the  people  we  love.  As  we  have  seen  in  the 
 Gospel,  this  is  simply  false.  True  love  involves  exactly  that,  truth  ,  and  if  it  is  necessary, 
 correction  .  We  are  talking  about  the  correction  that  is  made  precisely  out  of  love.  The 
 Holy  Love  of  Jesus’  Sacred  Heart  is  both  the  source  of  the  clarity  and  strength  in  His 
 rebuke and the tenderness of His mercy. 

 The  first  reading  and  the  psalm  tell  us  about  God’s  Law.  We  have  prayed  with  the 
 psalm  in  a  very  interesting  way.  We  have  said  that  the  law  of  God,  His  decrees,  His 
 precepts,  His  commands,  and  His  ordinances  are  perfect,  trustworthy,  right,  clear,  true, 
 just,  more  precious  than  gold,  and  sweeter  than  honey.  We  have  also  said  that  Jesus’ 
 precepts  and  commands  refresh  the  soul,  give  wisdom  to  the  simple,  rejoice  the  heart,  and 
 enlighten the eye of our soul. 

 Why  then  do  we  sometimes  feel  that  Jesus’  words,  actions,  or  commands  are 
 something  that  threaten  and  hurt  us?  The  answer  is  simple.  There  is  something  in  us  that 
 has  to  die  so  that  we  can  live  as  children  of  God.  Today’s  Gospel  is  not  about 
 condemnation, but rather about hope, purification, and salvation. 

 Jesus  wants  to  purify  God’s  Temple.  The  Father’s  House  should  be  a  consecrated 
 building  dedicated  to  the  praise  and  worship  of  God.  For  that  reason,  it  cannot  be 
 transformed into a den of thieves. 

 What  Temple  are  we  talking  about?  Where  is  the  Father’s  House?  The  first  answer 
 we  can  take  from  the  Gospel  is  that  Jesus’  humanity  is  the  Temple  of  God.  His  Body  is 
 the  Temple  where  true  worship  is  given  to  the  Father.  However,  this  is  not  the  only 
 answer.  We  know,  in  connection  with  that  answer,  the  Church  is  the  Mystical  Body  of 
 Christ  and  that  the  Christian  soul,  by  grace,  is  a  Temple  of  God.  For  this  reason,  all  of  us 
 are  called  to  be  the  Father’s  House.  Especially  during  this  time  of  Lent,  God  is  calling  us 
 to  conversion,  to  be  purified,  so  that  our  souls  become  a  House  of  Prayer,  of  worship,  and 
 praise to God. 

 Bearing  this  in  mind,  we  can  understand  today’s  Gospel  with  a  new  light.  Our  sins 
 make  the  Father’s  House  a  marketplace  within  our  souls.  However,  we  are  called  to 
 worship  God  in  spirit  and  truth.  This  true  and  spiritual  worship  is  done  in  charity,  that  is 



 to  say,  by  loving  God  above  all  things  and  offering  Him  all  we  are,  all  we  have,  and  all 
 we  do.  The  problem  is  that  in  the  temple  of  our  souls,  we  have  built  different  altars  to 
 false  gods,  namely  money,  success,  pleasure,  honor,  fame,  and  at  the  end  of  the  day,  we 
 have  built  the  biggest  altar  within  our  souls  to  our  very  own  self.  That  disordered 
 self-love  to  the  point  of  despising  God  is  the  root  of  every  sin  and  every  corruption  of  our 
 interior Temple of God. 

 To  become  aware  of  the  spiritual  situation  of  our  souls  as  sinners,  I’d  like  to  give  a 
 simple  example.  We  are  celebrating  the  Mass,  here  in  this  temple.  All  of  us  understand 
 that  this  place  is  dedicated  to  God,  and  that  it  is  not  allowed  to  perform  just  any  kind  of 
 activity  here.  Let  us  do  a  mental  experiment.  Imagine  for  a  second  that  you  enter  into  the 
 church  and  you  hear  Father  Ángel  singing  reggae,  you  see  Deacon  Antonio  making 
 cocktails  and  serving  them  in  chalices,  Rich  and  Mina  dancing  and  offering  food  in 
 patens,  seminarians  selling  drugs,  and  so  forth.  How  would  you  feel?  Today,  I  would  like 
 to  remind  both  you  and  myself  that  we  are  the  Temple  of  God,  even  more  so  than  this 
 building. 

 Dear  brothers  and  sisters,  we  are  destroying  God’s  Temple  with  our  sins.  This 
 means  that  with  our  sins,  we  destroy  the  Church  and  ourselves.  Sin  always  presents  itself 
 as  something  good,  but  in  reality,  it  is  the  greatest  evil.  For  that  reason,  today’s  Gospel  is 
 filled  with  hope.  Jesus  has  the  power  to  raise  up  this  destroyed  temple  again.  He  is  the 
 power  and  wisdom  of  God.  He  can  purify  His  Church  and  our  souls.  Today,  we  are  called 
 to  open  our  hearts  to  God’s  grace,  and  let  Jesus  enter  into  the  temples  of  our  souls  with 
 His  wisdom  and  power.  In  this  Lent,  let  Jesus  purify  us  from  our  sins  and  rebuild  us 
 through grace. 




