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Lord

Sunday Mosses
8:30 am (English)
10:30 am (Bilingual)
|2:00 pm (Spanish)
5:00 p.m. (Spanish)
Saturdoy Mass

4:30 pm (English)
Weekday Mosses
Monday-Fridoy
8:00am (Bilingual)

For Religious
Education, Adult
Inquirer's closses,
Baptism closses,
or Marringe
preparation call
the Parish office
for more
information.

QUR MISSION STATEMENT
We, the people of Presentation of Our Lady Catholic

church, are inspired by the holy spint to live out

Christ’s commandments by showing love to ALL

people, though the gifts God has given each of us.
We commit ourselves to the virtues of faith, hope and

love by worshipping God, in word and sacrament.
Strengthened by God the Father, we shall strive to
live out the Gospel in serving the needs of our parish
faith family and the global community.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

CHURCH 695 julian St.
PARISH OFFICEEEEIn.'ing .

OFFICE HOURS
Mon.- Fri. 8:30 om to 12:00 p.m

1:00 p.m to 5:00 p.m.
(303) 534-4882

FAX: (303) 893-50546

Weh Poge:www.presentotiondenver.org
Officiol Focebook poge:

Presentotion of Dur Lody OFF.

WELCOME NEW
MEMEBERS!

Pleose register os o member of the
parish. Forms ore ohaoys ovoiloble ot
the church entronce or ot the porish
office. Return forms to on usher or the
parish office.

Moving?

Plense notify the porish office.

SACRAMENTAL
EMERGENCIES

Anointing of the sick
Last Rites
Pleose call

T720-473-9053 onytime

Rev. Isroel
Perez Lopez
Ext 119

Deocon
Poblo Solos
Ext 11T

Deacon Edgar
Valle
Ext --—-

Mox Lopez
Dffice
Monager
Ext 119

Receptionist

Dovid Vallejo
Bldg. Maint.
303-552-7947

St. Vincent de

Poul
Ext |22



The Light Shines in the Darknes=
Fanuary Tth, 2024
The Epiphany of the Lord

The Epiphany of the Lord celebrates His manifestation to the Jews and the Gentiles, represented in
today”s Gospel by the Magi. Thers is a profoond connection betwean Christmas and the Epiphany. The
prologue of JTohn's Gospel explains that “no one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son. who is close to the
Father s heart, who has made him known.” {(John 1:18)

Fod is unseeable to the hbuman mind. We are eguipped by nature to understand the essences of material
things. The human mind naturally sees neither God nor angels. Monethelezs, we can naturally know something
about God, even if indirectly. just as it is possible to knowr things about an absent and hidden artist by
studving his works. In that way, the hbuman mind can dizcover that there is a 3od and even some of His
attributes. Yet, that knowledge i= inditect and susceptible 0 many errors. Common sense tells os that the idea
that 4 buvman mind can conceive of God must necessarily be imfinitely inferior to the ver reality of (God.

At the same time, kEnowing the ttuth about God is the most excellant vocation of the human person. This
claim =ounds strange in our pragmatistic and wtilitarian culture, in which the highest values are power and
material possessions. However, it is vital o vindicate the primacy of the buman person’s contemplative
vocation. With Thomas Aguinas we can state that the troth i=s the last goal of the universe. It is from the
Enowledge of the truth that every other aspect of the buman vocation attains its folfillment.

It is particolarly relevant to remember the intimate relation between truth and freedom im a coltore which
claims that homan freedom must be understood without reference or subordination to the truth. Withoot
truth, there is no troe freedom. Jesus stated with absolote clarity that the troth sets the homan person free. The
contemporary cultoral despizal for the truth corresponds to a distorted understanding of the buman person.
Its origin is worthy of cur attention.

If we agree with Jesus on the liberating power of the tTuth, it will be easy to onderstand how to deprive
people of true freedom. The most effective manner of dominating people is to steal the troth from them. Kill
the root, and the tree and its fruits will simply die. The best course of action wrould be to make people despize
the truth. Moreover, given the traditional nature of hboman Enowledge, the robbery wounld be more convenient
seoner than later. Human persons come into this world knowing nothing and in need of being taught by their
parents and cther people. Therefore, steal the truth from the parents, and you will be a more effective tyrant.

That was the plan of Lucifer, the most megalomanic tyrant ever. He stole the troth from owr first parents
to dominate the entite hbuman race. INevertheless, a good thief Enows that you must be as onnoticeabls as
possible if vou plan bo steal a preciowns work of art. Even more, if you could replace the stolen goods with a
fake one to hide that a treasure iz missing, that would be the master plan. Accordingly. the devil enjoys
replacing the truth with clever and manipulative lies. He invites us to despise the ttuth and worship material
possassions and power. Both things are closely connectad to the Enowladge of the truth, for nothing is more
imtimately possessed than the thing=s known, and the knowledge of ttuth empowers in order to govern others.

The Epiphany celebrates that the hidden God bas become one of us in the mystery of the Incarnation to
show 1s throogh Hizs humanity the truth about the Father and, conseguently, the truth about onrselves. John's
Gospel refers to the Son of od as the Word. What is a word? If we are asked to explain what something is.
we use words 1o answer the question. Those exterior words are 2 manifestation of our mind’s interior words.
Interior wrords are an internal manifestation of the knowledge we have about things. What we know are real
things.

MNonetheless, Enowled ge is interiorly expressed in words. Moreower, nman Enowledge needs many
words o express the nnderstanding of different things. Sometimes, many words are required in order to
axplain one thing. That complication is not a sign of our perfection but the oppos=site. Indeed mteligent paople
ran say more with fewer words. Teachers knowr it very well. When a student does not onderstamd an idea, a
good teacher breaks the idea into smaller and less complicated ideas or images to help him .

God is o perfect that He knows Himesslf entirely and can express that comprehension in only one word
that manifests what God Enows about Himself and the perfect knowilsdgze He haz of everyvthing elza, actoal or
possible. That Dbvine Word is a Person, the Second Person of the Blessed Trindty. That is why even thouah
(Fod as Cme is the First amnd Etermal Truth, the name “Truth™ is fittingly appropriate to the Son of GGod. Jesos
said of Himself that He ir the Truth. Son, Word, and Image are the personal names of the Second Person of
the Blessad Trimity.



. ____________________________________________________________________________________|
- ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]

That Parsonal Word of God, who perfectly expresses the Truth about (Fod and about everything else,
became man =0 that He could render testimony to the troth and malke it Emown o us. He is the light of the
world that reveals what really matters, that is, the countenance of the Father. That is the Etermal Truoth that
sats us completely free with the glorous freedom of the children of God. Those who receive this word recaive
the power to become children of (God and thus primces, heirs of eternal glory.

However, He came into this vrorld in the bumility of the flesh. The living amnd true God became a
defenseless baby who was capable of being rejected. Omne day, He will come again in Majesty and Glory and
will be recognized by everyone. But, God has decided in His infinite love and wisdom to operate the history of
salvation in this mysterious wray. His method has something that also manifests who God is. (od’™s powear is
pspecially manifested in His love and mercy.

The humble amnd bumiliated bunmanity of Jesus i=s an astonishing manifestation of od®s love and mercy,
aspecially on the Cross, which was already anpnounced by the wood of the manger. What a sign of
contradiction! The flesh of the Incarmated Son reveals the Father. Even the word “revelation™ has an
imteresting ambivalence. COm the one hand, it can mean reveladon as manifestaticn, bot on the other hand | it
can mean something that veils twice.

Today"s Gospel presents two groups of people. The bnmble (Joseph. MMary, the Shepherds and the Magi)
receive and adore Jesus. In Tum, the proud, poererful, and rich (Herod and his companions) reject the Light of
the World. Herod and his coborts had information but did mot knoe the Truth. They remained in the darkness
volomtarily. They were under the influence of the devil, who aims to steal the truth =0 that he cam establizh his
tyranny in which material posseszions and worldly power have the price of becoming a servile mimion of the
one who is above and has more dominating power. Lucifer puts a steep price on the power he offers. It is the
price of the Tue fieedom of the ocne becoming his follower.

Today™s solemnity calls us to welcome the Incarnated Wiord in oor hearts to be truly enlightensed amd
iberated. Even more, the Epiphany i=s also a calling to share Jesus" mission. Today's first reading shows howr
the Church must shine with (Christ"s light to glorify God. Rise in splendor, Jeruzsalem® The Bride of Jesus
canmot share His mission by operating with a different method than the cne her Spoose nsed. The mission of
the Church cannot be done from Herod's palace but only from the manger in Bethlehem. Perhaps what wea
Llack in owr Christian mi=ssion is not a world that is less pagan or a better s=ocial position from which we can be
1 more considerable influemce amnd have more impact on society. Mayvbe we lack the disposition o embrace the
spirit of the Beatitudes and imitate the Son of God, who being rich, became poor o malke us rich.
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Weekend of Dec. 308 31, 2023 1
. Time I intention iffered by |
4:30 Moss Regular Collection 5 503.00 | Sot. Jon. B 4:30 p.m Prasentotion for Joira Luizn Burrigntos |
4:30 Mass Second Collection S 1ND.00 ! | !
s g7 ganem O PudyBMoeveCordova  Cordovo Fomily
B:30 Mass Regular Collection S 633.00 i & the Drtega Fomily Becky Driega |
B:30 Moss Second Collection $133.77 I ; TFraddy Emanual The Family :

I 10:30 o.m.
I Buptista |
10-30 Moss Regulor Collection S405.00 I RN Wedking Rand Sinazing for Reall I
I0:30 Mass Second Collection S57.00 : S B B 1
i Sponish Jose & Angelico Zufiiga ond Jose Soto
12:00 Moss Regulor Collection 51,093.07 : 500 pm [3Y Yoars) I
12:00 Mass Second Collection S5185.00 : Sponish |
_ T Mo, Jonl &00am I
5:00 Mass Begular Collection S285.00 | |
5:00 Moss Secend Collection $228.00 : Tues. Jon. 3 8:00 0.m |
Second Collection Wed. Jan i B:30om I
Total: 52,331.07 T |

B:00 0.m
Regulor Collection '““ Jua. B :
Total: STI3.TT : Fri. Juin. 12 B:00 o.m :
Condles sE:I:I‘m I - - T . I
N ’

New Year's Aegulor Collection : : & The second collection this % | ': I
B:30om  5154.00 i | weekend will go towards me: I '! i1l
I0:30 om 513600 : : needs of the church. Please ‘W- --"I= ._:_:55:4 I
230 10.00 continue giving generously! il S 1
L Ll y ! ‘-h.__________.f" —_— ____.J'\"J*-__-'._J |
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Heart of the Revival

The Feast of the Epiphany on Sunday ghves us all an opportunfy to sk
oursehves: am | wiling to oo outsde of mysel, & did te Mag who madz
innurmeiakie saCificee W smgly gaze upon Chist? Our brothers and geies
the Hatty |.And and In ather war-tam nations Bherly rak thair lives i attend
Mass or miake 3 vist to the Blessed Sacramsnt.... Hiw blassad am we fo (v
i 4 comintry whiere we o Bawe Tresdm o woishe

May this New Year be full of grace and peate as we continue to joumey
the rad of Fucharste Revhval togethard

In lpsus,

Sister Alicia Torres, F.E.
MANAGING FDITOR
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