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shall strive to live out the Gospel in serving the needs of
our parish faith family and the global community.
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The Essence of Hope: New Heavens ond New Earth
December |Oth, 2023
The 2nd Sundoy of Advent

We continue todoy with our series of Advent homilies on the thenlogicol virtue of Hope. In todoy's Scripture reoding,
Soint Peter directs our otention bo this some virtue, when he exploins thot “occording to his [God’s] promise, we mwoit new
heovens ond o new earth in which righteousness dwells.” Let us revenl the meoning of this stotement by looking more
closely ot the essence of hope.

We olrendy know from our previous reflections thot hope differs from foith. The lotter is on intellectuol virtue. Hope,
instend, perfects our will. It hos to do with the woy we love God. But before we clorify the exoct meoning of theologicol
hope, it would be important to understond whaot humon hope is oll obout.

In our humaon experience, we hope in something thot we love, but thot we do not yet possess. For this reoson, the love
inherent in hope is twrned into degire. The lotter is o peculior woy of loving o good insofor os it i good for me. Then, we
could soy thot hope is this porticulor woy of desiring something good, which we love for ourselves ond don't hove. Yet, for
hope to be there, we olso need thot the good in question be difficult to obtoin. We do not hope for things thot are
immediotely ond reodily occessible to us. Nevertheless, obtoining the good thing thot | love hog to be possible in some woy
or another. If it is not, insteod of hope, one would feel despoir. The curious thing is thot we con hope to obtoin things, not
only bosed an our own powers, but olso in those of our friends. This lost peint will be key in order to understond theologicol
hope. Hence, ollow me to eloborote on it by wsing on exomple.

Imogine thot | om porolyzed from the neck down. Let us suppose thot | om [eft olone in on obondoned building where no
one is supposed to poss by. After three doys, | om dying of dehydration. | con see o water fountoin not too for from me. Yet,
olthough | love ond desire that woter, my feelings ore not of hope. Rather, | experience only despoir becouse it is impossible
for me to reoch that woter. However, oll of the sudden | heor o noise. It is my brother entering the building. Then, | feel hope.
Mote thot nothing hos chonged for me with respect to my copocity to get the woter. | gtill remaoin unoble to do 20 on my own.
Whot hos chonged this whole picture, from despoir into hope, is the irruption of o friend who loves me ond wonts my good:
gsomeone who is indeed copoble of doing for me what | om unoble to do on my own. This exomple is very oppropriote to
better understond theologicol hope.

The thealogicol virtue of hope is oll ohout union with God os the Good, which | desire. Of course, solvotion is not
possible for mon olone. Jesus clorified this motter, when the disciples heord Him speok obout how haord it iz for the rich to
enter the Kingdom of Heoven. They soid: Then, who will be soved? Jesus ongwered: For mon it is impossible, but nothing is
impossible for God. Before the reolity of solvation, | om like the porolyzed person in the previous exomple. But just os the
whole situntion chonged when my brother come into the building, the whole picture chonges once God hos entered history in
order o sove us. The Lord is inviting us to rely on 6od os our loving friend. He con do oll things. He is merciful. He wonts to
gove us. For this reoson, even though it is not possible for mon olone to ottoin solvation, we ore to be hopeful thot we will do
&0 with God's help. In this sense, we con confidently * owoit new heovens ond o new earth in which righteousness dwells.”

These new Heovens ond new Eorth refer us to the end times, ofter the Universaol Judgment. Then, the Church will receive
her ultimote perfection. The humon roce ond the cosmaos itself will be renewed. As men, we will portoke of the beotific vision
ond form the Holy City of bod. The physicol warld will be renewed ond freed from its subjection to decay: it will serve the
just. Christ will be heod of oll. {cf. Lumen Gentium, no. Y8). This righteousness will tronslote o eternol hoppingss,
gurposging oll the desires of peoce which come from the humaon heart icf. Goudium et Spes, no. 39).

Brothers ond sisters, | would like to invite oll of you to hope in the Lord. IF He is with ug, no one con be ogoinst us. He
wonts to enter into our hearts in order to leod ve to the new Heovens ond the new Eorth, where there will be no more teors
ond no more poin, where we will be totolly hoppy. Let us osk the Lord to gront us the groce of theologicol hope. Amen.
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weekend will go howords the
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Tuesdaoy, December 12, 2023

Chiigfnay

Mass TIHl‘

Christmas Eve
5:00 pm. (Spanish)
Christmas Day

8:30 am. (English)

10:30 am. (Bilingual
1200 p.m (Spanish)

\h: nul of God

Celebration to follow

1-1-2023 Masses
8:30 am. English  10:30 am. Bilinzual
12:00 pm. Spanish
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Altar & Rosary is

h.awrwg Lhew. monthly & y! Iy
meeting this month and it an 0“

will be a potluck on December 13, 2023 !

at 1:00 pm. at St. Joe's.

If you would like to join us, please do. Tﬂ: W&Wmm
Everyone is welcome. We would like to tﬂtb‘w ‘ Ty
have new members join us too. . ”Wt’fﬂ’mm :




